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Our University
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) is 
a unique experiment in international higher 
education. Founded in 2000 by The Ritsumeikan 
Trust, one of Japan’s oldest and most 
distinguished private non-profit educational 
institutions, APU has quickly become the new 
paradigm for internationalization in Japan’s 
university sector. Our campus is populated with 
close to 6,000 students and staff from over 

80 different countries and regions worldwide. Our undergraduate 
programs are taught on a bilingual English-Japanese basis, while all 
the graduate programs are conducted entirely in English. 

APU seeks to play an important role in the intellectual life of the 
Asia Pacific region. In its short history, APU has already welcomed 
many important international guests to its campus, including Nobel 
Laureates Prof. Amartya Sen and Prof. Lee Yuan Tseh, and hosted 
major events in collaboration with the United Nations, ASEAN, the 
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Asia Pacific Water 
Forum. The university has also invited corporate heads of leading 

multinationals to speak at the campus and interact with students. 
APU’s innovative approach to education has repeatedly been 
recognized under the Japanese Government’s “Good Practice” 
awards, and we are currently collaborating with two government 
ministries and several leading Japanese companies to implement 
the “Career Development Program for Foreign Students from Asia”. 
Our graduate schools have recently been honored by selection for 
prestigious scholarship programs offered by the World Bank, the 
Indonesian Government (PHRDP-III) and the Japanese Government. 
As our profile grows both in Japan and the international community, 
our graduate students are benefiting from more and more 
opportunities to come face-to-face with some of the top decision-
makers in our region, as well as gaining broader exposure for their 
own research. We value diversity and warmly welcome all those 
who have a desire to play an active role in fostering international 
cooperation and sustainable economic development in this region. 

Monte CASSIM　(Sri Lanka)  
President, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

School Program Major Course Intake 
per year Degree Awarded

Asia Pacific 
Studies

Master’s

Asia Pacific Studies (includes Contemporary 
Japan Studies program)

15
Master of Science  
(Asia Pacific Studies)

International 
Cooperation 
Policy

Development Economics

45
Master of Science 
(International 
Cooperation Policy)

International Public 
Administration (includes Public 
Health Management program)

Environmental Policy and 
Administration (includes IMAT 
-  International Material Flow 
Management program)

Tourism Policy and Administration

Doctoral Asia Pacific Studies 10
PhD (Asia Pacific 
Studies)

Management Master’s Management

Finance

40
Master of Business 
Administration (MBA)

International Business and 
Marketing

Innovation and Technology 
Management

Comparative Institution Design 
for Transition Economy and 
Business Management

Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies
Asia Pacific Studies (APS) - M.Sc. and PhD

Broad in scope and interdisciplinary in nature, the APS major encourages students to analyze and propose 
methods for addressing critical social, political and economic issues facing the Asia Pacific today. This major 
incorporates the Contemporary Japan Studies program, a challenging curriculum for those seeking immediate 
engagement with the nation in which they are studying. 

International Cooperation Policy (ICP) - M.Sc.

An interdisciplinary program designed to train creative professionals who can consider development issues 
from multiple perspectives and formulate pragmatic solutions appropriate for the region in which they work. 
Students can choose from five areas of study identified as most critical for successful and sustainable 
development in the Asia Pacific. 

International Material Flow Management (IMAT) - Japan-Germany Dual Master’s Program

APU is proud to deliver this program in collaboration with one of Europe’s leading institutes for environmental 
studies. Students spend one year at APU in Japan and one year in Germany, graduating with a Master’s 
degree from each country.

Graduate School of Management
Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Successful negotiation of the unique business landscape of the Asia Pacific region requires an appreciation of 
diversity, a sensitivity to cultural nuance and, above all, an understanding that there is no one single ‘correct’ 
management style. As they discover the multitude of challenges and opportunities for business in the Asia 
Pacific, our MBA students also develop a lifelong network of colleagues across national borders.

World Class 
Education
The quality of APU’s graduate 
programs has been underlined by 
selection for several prestigious 
scholarship schemes in recent 
years. 

One of these is the Joint Japan/
World Bank Graduate Scholarship 
Program, providing support to 
students from World Bank member 
countries to undertake graduate 
studies at renowned institutions of 
higher education. Another is the 
Japanese Government Scholarship 
International Priority Graduate 
Program, implemented in only 
a small number of institutions in 
Japan. More information on these 
programs can be found in the 
ICP, IMAT and MBA pages of this 
brochure.

Some of the other organizations 
which have sponsored students 
to study in our graduate programs 
include government ministries in 
countries such as Malaysia and 
Indonesia, Japanese corporations 
and local government bodies, 
and the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). This is 
testimony to the value placed on 
APU’s graduate programs by both 
public and private bodies in Japan 
and throughout the world. 

In addition to opportunities 
for external sponsorship, APU 
offers its own range of tuition fee 
reduction schemes to graduate 
students. Please refer to the “APU 
and You” pages of this brochure for 
further details.



A Fresh Approach
Dynamic hub of intellectual activity . . . forum for vibrant multicultural exchange . . . gateway to Japan 
and the East Asian region . . . APU is many things to many people. The graduate students who join us 
here have a diverse range of interests and aspirations, but have chosen APU because our programs 
offer unique opportunities to extend and challenge personal horizons. Here you will find not only rigorous 
training in academic traditions, but novel approaches to tackling old problems and revealing issues 
previously concealed. Join us, and find a new way to look at the world - and your place in it.

What are you looking for in a graduate degree?
APU offers you:
QUALITY: broad-based, cross disciplinary degree programs fully accredited by the Japanese Government 
and partnered with leading universities worldwide.

OPPORTUNITY: chances to work with an international faculty on important research projects, and to 
present at international conferences.

LOCATION: cutting-edge learning facilities in a location of incredible natural beauty 

ACCESS: to a diverse international network of graduate alumni, and to a comprehensive career 
development program operated with the support of major industry leaders. 

EXPERIENCE: Japan - unique culture and society, fertile ground for pursuing a unique research project.

ACCESSIBILITY: an English-language environment for learning and research.

SUPPORT: reductions in tuition fees for outstanding students. 

Japan offers 

graduate 

students a rich 

source of original 

research themes 

and materials, 

a unique and 

fulfilling cultural 

experience, and 

a convenient 

location for 

spreading further 

afield in Asia and 

beyond.

Our Campus
Located on a hill with stunning views over the township of Beppu and its picturesque bay, APU’s campus 
consistently surprises visitors with a unique combination of superb natural surroundings and state-of-the-
art facilities. Beppu, famous as Japan’s leading hot spring resort, is proud of its small-town atmosphere 
and tradition of hospitality to visitors and new residents. Some APU students are so enchanted by 
Beppu’s rustic charm that they have chosen to make the town their home after graduation.

Japanese language ability is not required for admission to or completion of any graduate 
program at APU. All programs are fully accredited by the Japanese Government.



Credits 
earned 

(36 credits)

Graduate School of  
Asia Pacific Studies
From the Dean

“While maintaining their own diversity and uniqueness, the nations and regions of 
the Asia Pacific are developing and reinforcing their bonds of interdependency. As a 
result, the region as a whole is achieving rapid growth, and its influence on the rest 
of the world is expanding dramatically. This rapid growth, however, is also generating 
problems on a global scale, in areas such as the environment, urban development, 
inter-regional disparity and antagonism and conflict between different ethnic groups. 
It is against this backdrop that our Graduate School seeks to cultivate personnel with 
the kind of advanced expertise in fields such as public administration, environment 
and economic development that will be required as the Asia Pacific region develops 

– personnel who can devise practical solutions to the region’s issues and ensure sustained development 
and coexistence within it. Our research and education activities are conducted in a highly international 
environment: we provide a setting in which the language of instruction is English and the makeup of both 
faculty and student bodies is multi-national. 

In order to address the major issues facing the Asia Pacific region, our Graduate School offers majors 
in both Asia Pacific Studies (APS) and International Cooperation Policy (ICP) at Master’s level. In APS, 
students analyze and examine the issues confronting the Asia Pacific region and its prospects for the future. 
In 2007, we launched a new “Contemporary Japan Studies Program” focusing on Japan in modern times 
and engaging in research on problems in the Asia Pacific and Japan today. The ICP major, meanwhile, 
is founded on the belief that international cooperation must be pursued more actively if this region’s 
development is to be sustained. Seeking to examine issues from a variety of perspectives and formulate 
practical solutions attuned to the needs of our region, the ICP major encompasses research in the fields 
of International Public Administration (including a Public Health Management Program launched in 2007), 
Environmental Policy and Administration, Tourism Policy and Administration, and Development Economics, 
examining trends and issues in these fields as well as future prospects for international cooperation policy. 
This major also includes a Dual Master’s program (in International Material Flow Management) offered in 
partnership with the Institute for Applied Material Flow Management at the University of Applied Sciences,  
in Trier, Germany. Students in this program can earn Master’s degrees from both Japan and Germany, in 
disciplines of both science and humanities, in just two years. 

We also offer a PhD program in Asia Pacific Studies (APS). Research in this program is not confined to the 
conventional framework of area studies, but rather seeks to integrate a variety of research findings on issues 
in the Asia Pacific region. We aim to realize an advanced level of broad-based, multi-disciplinary research, 
incorporating insights from a range of fields to identify strategic, policy-oriented and practical solutions for 
problems arising in the development of this region and issues connected to the global community.”

Susumu Yamagami (Japan) 
Dean, Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies

Overview of Master’s Program Curriculum

Research at APU
Focused Multi-
disciplinary Research
APU pursues a coordinated plan 
to develop the university’s research 
capabilities and nurture young scholars. 
Currently, APU’s policy on strategic 
research activities places an emphasis 
on the following four fields: Global 
Movement, Human and Resource 
Security, Human Capability and 
Innovation, and Management Science. 

Ritsumeikan Center for 
Asia Pacific Studies 
(RCAPS) 
RCAPS is the hub of APU’s vibrant 
research community and an important 
resource for all graduate students. We 
believe that graduate students can bring 
their own understanding of the Asia 
Pacific to the research table, and aim to 
link students with leading international 
research through efforts such as annual 
international conferences and an ongoing 
program of seminars and public lectures. 
The Center also manages several 
different publications, most prominently 
the Ritsumeikan Journal of Asia Pacific 
Studies. RCAPS publications offer a 
forum for students to showcase their work 
and gain feedback from a diverse range 
of readers.

Support for Graduate 
Students’ Research
RCAPS supports the research activities 
of APU graduate students through 
subsidies such as the Academic Society 
Presentation Subsidy for PhD Students 
and RCAPS Master’s Student Field 
Research Support Program. 

Graduate students can also reap the 
benefits of APU’s other important 
research initiatives, including:

-  major conferences and symposia, 
e.g. a U.N. Symposium on the Iraq 
Crisis and World Order; the Youth 
World Water Summit 2008 sponsored 
by NPO Japan Water Forum; the 
East Asian Roundtable 2007 held in 
collaboration with ASEAN; and the 
2007 Middle East - Japan Forum 
in cooperation with the Japan 
Cooperation Center for the Middle East 
and Nihon Keizai Shimbun (Nikkei).

-  visits to APU by distinguished 
researchers and international identities, 
e.g. Nobel Laureate Dr. Amartya Sen 
in 2005 and Nobel Laureate Prof. Lee 
Yuan Tseh in 2006.

-  support for student-organised 
academic initiatives, e.g. the World 
Students’ Tourism Summit.

-  a growing collection of online research 
databases and extensive inter-library 
loan network.

Find out more: 
www.apu.ac.jp/rcaps

www.apu.ac.jp/researchsupport

Master’s  
Thesis/Report 

approved

Submit Master’s 
Thesis (APS/ICP)

Submit Research 
Report (ICP)

Term Report

Term Report

Completion of the Master’s program

Major Subjects

Seminars

Research Project II

Research Project I

Research Project III / IV

Lectures

Asia Pacific 
Studies (APS) 

Subjects

International 
Cooperation 
Policy (ICP) 

Subjects

Common Subjects (10 credits)

Research 
Methods

Asia Pacific Politics, 
Society, Economics

Regional 
Studies

or



Graduate School of  
Asia Pacific Studies
Our Faculty

Global and Japanese expertise for Asia Pacific development issues

“Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, or APU, is really unique in Japan. This beautiful 
and highly functional campus is located on top of the scenic hills overlooking Beppu 
City, world-renowned for its hot springs. APU is a great place for international 
learning and outstanding research, where young people and professors from all 
over the world, especially from the Asia Pacific region, mix and interact with each 
other and with their Japanese colleagues, in multi-cultural, yet deeply friendly, 
surroundings. 

The APU Graduate Schools provide the spearhead of our educational and research system: they aim at 
bringing forth new types of researchers and opinion leaders, with a high level of scientific enlightenment in 
their own field and a broad base of interdisciplinary knowledge. Here, worldwide expertise in the fields of 
social science, management and various interdisciplinary domains is within reach for graduate students to 
tap into, build on, and use to develop their own creativity. Our students thrive in their efforts to find ways 
and means to put Japanese know-how in business and technology management to better use for finding 
sustainable solutions to the development issues now confronting developing countries, including those in 
the Asia Pacific region.

Come and join us, and together, let’s make your dream come true for a truly better world!”

Professor Kazadi Sanga-Ngoie (Congo) 
Dean, International Cooperation and Research

Shared “Asia Pacific” theme unites a diversity of research interests

“The Asia Pacific Studies Graduate Program at APU, which is taught entirely in 
English, offers a considerable flexibility of choice, in which students can tailor their 
own interests and requirements in consultation with their supervisors on a wide 
range of topics related broadly to the Asia Pacific region. The master’s course can 
be taken over one, one-and-a-half or two years, and consists of taught courses 
and a thesis on a subject of the student’s choice. My most recent students have 
written on Japanese investment in Eastern Europe and the brain drain from the 

Philippines, and other recent topics have included education and town planning in Indonesia, nationalism 
and modernization in Turkey, and the soccer World Cup. The PhD is usually a three year course, 
which typically involves field research and training in research methods and writing, leading towards 
the completion of a 60-80,000 word thesis based on original research. The most popular topics at the 
moment center on APU specialisms such as economic development, tourism, regionalism, human 
mobility, and the development of higher education. The newest addition to our list of courses is the 
program in Contemporary Japan Studies, intended to give international students a grounding in Japanese 
language, culture and society, in APU’s unique bilingual environment. “

Professor Jeremy S. Eades (U.K.) 
Director, Ritsumeikan Center for Asia Pacific Studies

Policies for 
Research 
Activation
The Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University 
Research Management Business Plan 
2006–2009 focuses on enhancing 
APU’s research activities and standards 
so as (1) to become an international 
hub of Asia Pacific Studies, and (2) 
to make a successful bid for the 
Japanese Government’s Global Center 
of Excellence (G-COE) program in 
2009. The International Cooperation 
and Research Division is in charge of 
implementing this challenging plan, 
using the outstanding infrastructures, 
rich human and intellectual resources, 
strong relationships with industries and 
governments and other assets that 
APU already possesses, as well as the 
250-million yen Research Activation 
Budget recently allocated by the 
Ritsumeikan Trust. For this purpose, 
the following strategy has been 
established and will be implemented for 
each year up to 2012. 

The initial step is to devise ways and 
means to further improve research 
standards, through initiatives 
including Visiting Research Fellows, 
Assistant Professors for Research, 
Research Fund for PhD Supervisors, 
Research Laboratories, Doctoral 
Research Fellowships, and revised 
APU Academic Subsidies, along the 
four main research focuses of Global 
Movements, Human and Resource 
Security, Human Capability and 
Innovation, and Management Science. 
in preparation for the G-COE bid in 
2009. Special attention is now being 
given to international networking by 
inviting researchers to our international 
conferences, strengthening our 
regional and international cooperation 
agreements and providing physical 
support for academic research and 
learned society conventions. Later on, 
after a series of international symposia 
and conferences in 2008 and 2009, an 
“Association of Asia Pacific Studies” 
(tentative name) will be established in 
2010 at the commemoration of APU 
10th anniversary. The Ritsumeikan 
Journal of Asia Pacific Studies will 
also be upgraded into a fully refereed 
journal with an international editorial 
committee. 



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - APS Major
Master of Science in Asia Pacific Studies
DurAtion: Two years (accelerated completion in 1 or 1.5 years upon university approval)

YeArlY intAke: 15 students (enrollment in April or September - September only for Contemporary 
Japan Studies)

CourSe StruCture AnD Content: The degree is a combination of coursework and research, 
with students required to earn a set number of course credits and to submit a master’s thesis for 
completion. A broad range of issues are addressed in APS subjects, and students are given the 
maximum freedom to negotiate their own areas of interest. Most subjects are run in two-month Quarters 
during the semester; some are offered on an intensive basis in the vacation periods between semesters. 
See below for subject listings. 

CAreer oPtionS: Industries in or dealing with the Asia Pacific, non-profit aid organizations, national 
and local government agencies in Japan and around the world are all eager to hire specialists in this 
rapidly developing field of study. Many students choose to stay on and pursue a doctoral degree in APS.

APS Major Subject list (2008)

Graduate School of APS Common Subjects

Introduction to the Asia Pacific Region I

Introduction to the Asia Pacific Region II

Management in Asia and Japan

Advanced Data Analysis and Statistics

Contemporary Societies of the Asia Pacific

International Political Economy

Advanced Research Methods

Political Trends in the Asia Pacific

Regionalism and Globalization

The Environment and Natural Resources in Monsoon Asia

Special Lecture (GSA Common)

Japanese Contemporary History

Contemporary Japanese Culture

Politics and Economy of Contemporary Japan

APS Major Subjects

All students:

Changing Social Landscapes of the Asia Pacific

Media and Communications in the Asia Pacific 

Transnational Migration in the Asia Pacific

International Relations and Regionalism in the 
Asia Pacific

Governance in the Asia Pacific

Sustainable Use and Management of Tropical 
Forests

The Sociology of Everyday Life in the Asia Pacific

Asia Pacific Studies I 

Asia Pacific Studies II

Contemporary Japan Studies Program:

Japan and the Asia Pacific

Japanese History of Politics and Diplomacy

Japan Study I <RU>

Japan Study II <RU>

Japan Study II <RU, Field Research>

* <RU> denotes subjects taught at Ritsumeikan 
University, Kyoto.

Seminars

Research Project I

Research Project II

Research Project III (Master’s Thesis)

learn about 
Japan, in Japan!  
Contemporary 
Japan Studies
Japan Studies is an established 
field of academic pursuit in many 
countries, and the opportunities to 
pursue a graduate degree in this field 
are numerous. However, the richest 
opportunities for fieldwork and practical 
application of research are undoubtedly 
offered here ‘on the ground’ – in 
Japan itself. Rather than adopting the 
traditional subject matter of Japan’s 
history and culture, this program 
addresses current issues in Japan and 
the wider Asia Pacific region, and the 
relationship between Japan and other 
countries in the region.

ProgrAM nAMe: Contemporary 
Japan Studies Program

DeSigneD for: Individuals seeking 
to conduct in-depth research on major 
current social, political and economic 
issues facing Japan and in the Asia 
Pacific. 

Content: Lectures are offered on 
past society, politics, and the economy 
of Japan and the Asia Pacific region. 
Other subjects will examine modern 
Japanese history, current political 
and economic issues, and the latest 
research on Japan. Students can also 
take part in a ‘Study in Kyoto’ program, 
attending classes at Ritsumeikan 
University and conducting field research 
in Kyoto for one semester. 

CurriCuluM StruCture: The 
program is offered as part of the APS 
major, with students taking some 
courses alongside other APS students, 
and others specially designed to equip 
them with the knowledge and skills 
required for successful research on 
issues relating to modern Japan. The 
program is taught entirely in English, 
but there are many opportunities 
for students to study the Japanese 
language on campus. 

enrollMent: September only. 
Program duration is two years.

Degree AwArDeD on 
CoMPletion: Master of Science in 
Asia Pacific Studies.



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - APS Major
Doctorate in Asia Pacific Studies
DurAtion: Three years (accelerated completion in a shorter period may be possible)

YeArlY intAke: 10 students (enrollment in April or September)

CourSe StruCture AnD Content: Like the Master’s program, completion of the PhD requires 
completion of both coursework (subjects for credit) and the submission and approval of a final 
Dissertation. The Dissertation should integrate the results of other investigations into Asia Pacific issues as 
well as incorporate individual findings - findings that outline strategic, policy-oriented, practical solutions 
to issues arising from current developments in the region, expanding the existing boundaries of the field of 
Asia Pacific Studies and setting new standards for future research.  

Research supervision can be provided in areas such as Diversity and Integration, Environment and 
Development, International Political Economy, and Tourism Development. The PhD program is highly 
personalized and prospective students are encouraged to contact APU at an early stage to discuss their 
research interests and program structure. 

CAreer oPtionS: In addition to opportunities similar to those available to APS and ICP Master’s 
graduates, proven expertise in theoretical and empirical approaches to investigation, along with an in-
depth knowledge of the Asia Pacific region, will allow those completing the PhD to take on leading roles 
in advanced institutions for research and higher education around the world.

For full course information and faculty lists for APS, go to

www.apu.ac.jp/graduate/modules/gsa/

Strength in 
Diversity
the APS program 

integrates many 

disciplinary approaches 

from the social sciences 

and humanities under 

a common theme: the 

Asia Pacific region. 

How do we comprehend 

the incredible social, 

cultural, political and 

economic diversity of 

this region? How can we 

harness this diversity 

to unlock the region’s 

incredible potential? 

How should the rest 

of the world engage 

with the region? APu, 

itself a microcosm of 

the diverse cultures 

and values of the Asia 

Pacific, makes the most 

of its unique Japanese 

perspective to explore 

these issues.

our Alumni
Dr. indra Pradana Singawinata (indonesia), 

Ph.D completed in 2008 (pictured with his family)

“I studied in the doctoral program at APU’s Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies from April 2003 to 
September 2007. My research focused on political economy in South East Asia by taking the issue of mining 
industry under Indonesia’s new era of decentralization. I was attracted to this topic by its multidimensional 
perspectives: economic, political and socio-environmental.

During my time at APU, I had many positive experiences and gained many valuable things that I probably 
would not have found at other universities in Japan. One of the most important points was the experience of a 
truly international environment combined with unique Japanese cultural aspects. Furthermore, APU provided 
opportunities to learn from and interact directly with prominent experts in various fields: academicians (famous 
professors), business practitioners (CEOs), politicians (ambassadors, former presidents, etc) and NGO leaders. 

I have now started my new career as a Program Development Officer and Head of Research Department 
at the first professional philanthropic organization in Indonesia: Putera Sampoerna Foundation. My APU 
doctoral degree is proving very valuable, as are the skills in field research, strategic planning and execution and 
research methodology analysis which I acquired during my time there.”



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - ICP Major
International Cooperation Policy

“I hope that students in the ICP major acquire the knowledge required to develop 
a long-term perspective on development issues, as well as the capacity to 
address real-life issues by connecting theory to practice. ICP aims in particular to 
produce individuals capable of engaging in the actual practice of formulation and 
implementation of development and aid initiatives. It is with this aim in mind that 
we established the four different areas of specialisation within ICP: International 
Public Administration, Development Economics, Tourism Policy and Administration, 
and Environmental Policy and Administration. From 2007 we have added a new 
program in Public Health Management. In these programs, we endeavor to integrate 

seminar-based research supervision on specific topics with coursework to impart important knowledge 
and theoretical perspectives into a curriculum which is highly effective in equipping students with the skills 
they will need in their future careers. Classes taught in English make the most of APU’s cultural diversity, 
and discussion is enriched by the variety of experiences our students have already gained in workplaces 
in their home countries. This is the ideal forum in which to prepare yourself for a career in international 
development on the world stage, and particularly here in the Asia Pacific region.”

Professor Koichi Miyoshi (Japan), 
Associate Dean, Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies

Public Health 
Management
Health is an important concern in many 
developing and newly industrializing 
countries. There is an urgent need for 
individuals with the expertise to 
develop new administrative and policy 
structures in medical and health fields. 
Students of this program can expect to 
gain such expertise through study of 
the policy-making and research 
techniques that assist in the 
management of public health issues.

PrograM naMe: Public Health 
Management Program

DesIgneD for: Medical 
professionals, those from professions 
allied to medicine, health administrators 
and representatives from civil society 
organizations engaged in the field of 
public health. Students completing the 
program can expect to assume 
positions of seniority in health 
administration either in their countries 
of origin or elsewhere in the Asia Pacific 
region. 

Content: The program will be built 
around the basic framework of three 
major modules: ‘Health Policy’, ‘Health 
Administration’, and ‘Health Education 
and Community’. The aim is to equip 
students with the skills they will need to 
become involved in innovation and 
developments in public health initiatives 
at local, national and international 
levels. Lectures will examine the most 
recent developments of public health 
management, and it is planned to offer 
students opportunities for fieldwork.  

CurrICuluM struCture: An 
entirely new curriculum has been 
designed for this program. It is taught 
in English and offered as part of the 
ICP major. Course delivery is organized 
in a modular format, where some 
modules are mandatory and others are 
optional. Students may also be able to 
take subjects offered in other majors in 
APU’s graduate schools as the need 
arises. 

enrollMent: September only. 
Program duration is two years.

Degree awarDeD on 
CoMPletIon: Master of Science in 
International Cooperation Policy (Public 
Health Management)

subjects offered in the International Cooperation Policy Major (2008)

Graduate School of APS 
Common Subjects ICP Major Subjects

Introduction to the  
Asia Pacific Region I

Introduction to the  
Asia Pacific Region II

Management in Asia and Japan

Advanced Data Analysis  
and Statistics

Contemporary Societies  
of the Asia Pacific

International Political Economy

Advanced Research Methods

Political Trends in the Asia Pacific

Regionalism and Globalization

The Environment and Natural 
Resources in Monsoon Asia

Special Lecture (GSA Common)

Japanese Contemporary History

Contemporary Japanese Culture

Politics and Economy of 
Contemporary Japan

Introduction to Public Health 
Management

Healthcare Service Administration

Disease Control and Prevention

Contemporary Health Issues

Hygiene, Sanitation and Health

Common
Human Resource Management 
International Cooperation Policy 
Theories of Sustainable Development 
Special Lecture (ICP)
Introduction to Epidemiology and 
Research Methods
Health Informatics
Special Lecture (Public Health 
Management)

International Public administration
International Financial Organizations 
Public Administration of Environmental 
Issues
Japanese Experiences in International 
Cooperation 
International Organizations:  
UN Experiences
International Relations in the Asia 
Pacific 
Regional Organizations in the Asia 
Pacific 
International Public Administration
Special Lecture (International Public 
Administration)

tourism Policy and administration 
Theories of Tourism Policy and 
Administration 
Asia Pacific Tourism 
Ecotourism in the Asia Pacific 
Tourism Development in the Asia 
Pacific
Culture and Tourism in the Asia Pacific
Special Lecture (Tourism Policy and 
Administration)

environmental Policy and 
administration
Environmental Economics
Development and 
Conservation 
Environmental History of the 
Asia Pacific 
Fundamentals of Environmental 
Science
Theories of Environmental 
Policy and Administration
The Asia Pacific and Global 
Environmental Issues 
Urban Environmental 
Management
Special Lecture (Environmental 
Policy and Administration)

Development economics
Development Economics
International Development 
Policy
Managerial Economics
Project Evaluation
Project Planning
Project Management 
Development Finance
Technological Development 
Comparative Economic 
Development in the Asia 
Pacific
Special Lecture (Development 
Economics)

Seminars

Research Project I

Research Project II

Research Project III  
(Master’s Thesis)

Research Project IV  
(Research Report)



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - ICP Major
Master of Science in  
International Cooperation Policy
DuratIon: Two years (accelerated completion in 1 or 1.5 years upon university approval - except for 
Public Health Management)

YearlY Intake: 45 students (enrollment in April or September)

CourSe StruCture anD Content: ICP provides the theoretical and practical foundations for 
a career in government or private organizations working in developing nations. Students can choose 
from subjects across four Divisions: Development Economics, International Public Administration, 
Environmental Policy and Administration, and Tourism Policy and Administration. Most subjects are run in 
two-month Quarters during the semester; some are offered on an intensive basis in the vacation periods 
between semesters. In addition to regular coursework subjects, all students must complete Research 
Project subjects including the submission of a final Research Report. A separate course structure applies 
to the Public Health Management program - see the previous page.

Career oPtIonS: Both private and government agencies, in Japan and around the world, are in need 
of specialists knowledgeable in issues of international public administration, the environment, tourism, 
and development economics - the four main issues addressed in this program. ICP graduates can expect 
to find employment as leaders of international aid organizations and directors of policy planning. Some 
choose to pursue a doctoral degree after graduation.

Policy in Practice
Providing support to 
developing nations 
in the Asia Pacific 
is a prerequisite to 

ensuring sustainable 
development in the 

region. A Master’s in ICP 
offers the practical skills 

necessary for contributing 
to organizations that 
work closely with and 
in developing nations. 

Recognizing the urgency 
of the situation currently 
facing the Asia Pacific 

international community, 
the program seeks to 

tackle current problems 
head-on with a policy-

oriented approach, 
drawing upon diverse 
fields to train creative 
professionals who can 
consider issues from 
multiple perspectives 

and formulate pragmatic 
solutions appropriate to 

local conditions. 

our alumni
Zhang Ying (China), 
ICP Graduate in 2005

“APU’s graduate program in Tourism Policy and Administration provided a multicultural environment which enabled me to 
observe a variety of approaches to the same problem and formulate different solutions accordingly. My advisor Professor 
Cooper was a great instructor. His enlightened teaching approach aroused my interest in finding ways to make projects 
sustainable and competitive and to understand the rationale for the involvement of government. After completing my 
degree, I found a job in the corporate planning department at a Japanese company. Although this job did not appear to be 
directly related to my Master’s study, I soon found myself using the skills I learned at APU, such as my ability to grasp the 
dialectical relationship between overall considerations and specific key points as well as my enhanced bilingual capacity 
and multicultural understanding. It turns out that my time at APU has prepared me well for my current occupation as a 
qualified market planning assistant who can efficiently collect all necessary information and quickly produce a preliminary 
plan for a new project.

Like me, maybe you will not immediately realize the importance of your time at APU, but someday, when looking back,  
you will start to appreciate the priceless quality of your experience here.”



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - ICP Major
Our Faculty
Development Economics

Supporting independent research on major economic issues

“The Development Economics program at APU deals with problems of economic 
development, including transformation of economic systems, poverty, income 
inequality, education, agriculture and industry. A variety of subjects cover issues 
such as project evaluation and development finance. The program aims to combine 
theories and practical applications, and offers a great deal of flexibility. 

All Master’s students are expected to get involved in research, with particularly 
strong students completing a thesis, and others choosing the research project 

option. Regardless of what option is taken, students need to develop a research agenda right from the 
first semester of their program. Research ideas are developed in seminar classes where other students 
can also offer feedback. The research may involve application of theories using either secondary 
or primary data. Several types of econometric software are available in the computer lab for use by 
students. These include latest versions of EViews, SHAZAM and RATS. A number of databases, including 
International Financial Statistics, Direction of Trade Statistics and World Development Indicators, are 
available.

Demand for people with sound training in development economics continues to be high. Our past 
Master’s students have found jobs in the corporate sector, both within Japan and beyond. Former Ph.D. 
students are working as academics, in government and in UN agencies.” 

Professor Dipendra Sinha (Australia)

International Public Administration
Understanding frameworks for regional governance: a crucial task for future 
leaders of the Asia Pacific

“The 21st century has brought an era of rapid change in international cooperation. 
The International Public Administration (IPA) program at APU is aimed at people who 
are interested in knowing how regional and international organizations work in an 
era of increasing globalization. Questions related to their administration, the policies 
they make, the manner in which they address regional or national concerns and the 
outcomes of their activities become the focus of the many courses taught in this 
area. 

The Asia Pacific region has both regional and international agencies playing significant roles in shaping 
the lives of the region’s people. Such organisations include the United Nations and its many agencies, 
international financial institutions and regional organisations like APEC, ASEAN, ADB and many other 
more localized organisations like “transnational pressure groups”, consultancies, regional research 
institutes and many non-governmental organisations (NGOs). The major aim of the courses and 
student research in IPA is to enhance understanding of this increasingly complex situation. Training in 
IPA is expected to provide opportunities to students to obtain jobs in the growing number of regional 
and international organisations in the region. IPA students will also gain an understanding of the 
close relationship among political, economic and sociological aspects of regional and international 
organisations.”

Professor A. Mani (Singapore)

World Bank 
Scholarship
APU has recently been selected to 
participate in the Joint Japan/World 
Bank Graduate Scholarship Program 
(JJ/WBGSP). All five regular programs 
in the ICP major (International Public 
Administration, Environmental Policy 
and Administration, Tourism Policy 
and Administration, Development 
Economics, and Public Health 
Management) qualify for the 
scholarship. The scholarship targets 
mid-career professionals from World 
Bank member countries, providing 
support to undertake graduate 
studies at top universities across 
the world, and thereby helping to 
create an international community of 
highly trained professionals working 
in the field of economic and social 
development. The World Bank and 
the Government of Japan require 
the scholars to return to their home 
countries on completion of their study 
programs and apply their enhanced 
knowledge and skills to contribute 
to the development process in their 
respective regions and communities.

APU is one of the very few universities 
in Japan in which students can access 
this prestigious scholarship, which 
covers travel expenses, tuition fees and 
provides a monthly living allowance. 
Students, who must be nationals of a 
World Bank member country eligible 
to borrow, can apply directly to APU. 
Full details of eligibility and application 
procedures can be found on the APU 
graduate website: www.apu.ac.jp/
graduate/modules/finances/ 

For full course information and faculty lists for ICP, go to 

www.apu.ac.jp/graduate/modules/gsa/



Graduate School of Asia 
Pacific Studies - ICP Major
Our Faculty
Tourism Policy and Administration

APU-trained tourism professionals in high demand 

“The very nature of the tourism industry is marked with uncertainty and 
unpredictability. As we move further through the current period of national, 
regional and international security crises, the need to understand and assess the 
characteristics of the industry and to be able to plan for its sustainable growth is 
acute.

APU offers a way forward. Our tourism policy and administration program offers 
students the chance to “Explore new approaches and solutions for developing and 

managing the tourism and hospitality industries in the Asia Pacific Region”. Students learn how to:

•  Undertake integrative, multi-disciplinary, problem-oriented and area-based research in support of the 
tourism and hospitality industries;

•  Provide policy-oriented advice based on scholarly work to governments, development agencies, 
business and industry and other regional and international organizations;

•  Generate innovative strategies, models and approaches in support of the Region’s sustainable 
development efforts;

•  Develop research and policy frameworks for business and industries, communities, governments, 
NGOs, NPOs and other development agencies;

•  Develop and maintain information/data bases on tourism and hospitality industry issues for the Asia 
Pacific region as a decision support system; and 

•  Participate in exchange of ideas, information and experiences among academics, scientists, policy-
makers, administrators, business executives and field practitioners through seminars and conferences.

Already our students have begun to produce really outstanding work on tourism marketing, on hospitality 
services management, on cultural tourism development, and on heritage conservation. They are finding a 
ready market for their skills in government and industry in their home countries and in Japan. The tourism 
and hospitality industry needs more graduates as it too grows, and that means our graduates have very 
good career prospects ahead in this most important global industry.”

Professor Malcolm Cooper (New Zealand), 
APU Vice President

Environmental Policy and Administration
A holistic approach to formulating and implementing environmental policy

“Amidst growing population, increasing poverty, diminishing resources, massive 
consumption and pervasive globalization, countries and people are confronted with 
the formidable challenge of sustaining lifestyles and expectations while ensuring the 
sustainability and productivity of natural resources with the least or minimal damage 
to the environment. It is imperative to train professionals who are imbued with keen 
sensitivity and understanding of the complex web of interacting forces and factors 
inherent to the causes of environmental problems and the formulation of relevant 
policy responses. 

Students in APU’s program on Environmental Policy and Administration are exposed to all aspects of the 
policy process. Defining environmental problems in a more comprehensive and holistic manner is one 
of the key abilities students must learn and master. Policy goals and strategies, as well as the prospect 
of the policies being accepted and formally adopted, depend greatly on the clarity and persuasiveness 
of such definition. Students are exposed to different decision-making theories and tools through 
class exercises and case studies. Bringing the policy proposal to the attention of the policy maker is 
another skill that students acquire for which they need an understanding of political systems and their 
dynamics. Appropriate policy instruments have to be designed and formulated to ensure success of 
any given policy: this includes market-based instruments and regulatory measures. Students are given 
the opportunity to analyze the strength and applicability of various policy instruments using country 
experiences. Implementation gap is oftentimes the cause of policy failures. Well-intentioned, acceptable 
and intelligently formulated policies cannot succeed if implementation is poor. Analysis and use of different 
tools and techniques for policy evaluation are skills students need to formulate recommendations for 
making environmental policies effective and responsive.

Using country-specific environmental issues and interactive teaching approach, EPA equips students with 
skills as policy makers, policy analysts, policy implementers, policy researchers and evaluators.”

Professor Francisco P. Fellizar, Jr. (Philippines)

A Human 
Knowledge 

Base 
There is no better 

way to enhance 

your knowledge and 

skills in international 

cooperation than to 

share experiences 

with others working 

in the same field. ICP 

professors all have 

extensive experience 

as practitioners and/

or consultants in their 

fields of expertise, 

while many students 

come to our program 

after several years 

of professional 

engagement in 

cooperation and 

development. You may 

well find that your most 

important discoveries 

are made through your 

classmates. 



IMAT - Japan-Germany 
Dual Master’s Program
APU collaborates with the Institute for Applied Material Flow Management (IfaS) of the 
University of Applied Sciences Trier, Germany to deliver this revolutionary joint degree 
program in International Material Flow Management (IMAT). The interdisciplinary curriculum 
integrates engineering, economics and environmental sciences, linking economic development 
with environmental protection through the application of holistic business and technology 
management strategies on a global scale.

ProGrAM dUrATIon: Two years

EnrollMEnT PErIod: September only

dEGrEES AwArdEd on coMPlETIon: Students completing this program will be awarded both 
a Master of Science in International Cooperation Policy from APU, and a Master of Engineering in 
International Material Flow Management from the University of Applied Sciences, Trier. The latter degree is 
in full accord with the Bologna process and valid in Europe and beyond.

coUrSE STrUcTUrE And conTEnT: Students spend the first year of the program studying at 
APU, where they will take subjects covering the fundamentals of environmental technology and policy, 
taught by faculty members from APU’s partner institution in the IMAT program, the Institute for Applied 
Material Flow Management (IfaS). The second year is spent at IfaS in Germany, undertaking specialist 
courses and internships. IfaS is located on the Birkenfeld Environmental Campus of the University of 
Applied Sciences Trier, and is one of the leading research institutes in Germany. Students are tasked with 
developing projects and eco-entrepreneurial business ideas as a means of collecting relevant, practical 
experience through close cooperation with small and medium sized enterprises. All students are expected 
to submit a final thesis, produced under the expert supervision of IfaS faculty members. The program is 
taught entirely in English and no Japanese or German language skills are required for admission. Classes 
in German language are offered as part of the program to enable students to make the most of their 
experiences at IfaS.

A list of IMAT-specific subjects can be found on the facing page.

IMAT at a glance
•  1 year at APU, Japan, 1 year at IfaS, 

Germany

•  Material Flow Management: An 
innovative and interdisciplinary 
research field 

•  All classes instructed in English 

•  The most cutting edge research in 
the field carried out in 2 countries, 
Japan and Germany, a revolution in 
international education 

•  Gain a deep understanding of 
business and culture in Germany and 
Japan 

•  German language education provided 

•  International case studies and 
practical experience

Government 
Support
In 2006, IMAT was selected for the 
Japanese Government Scholarship 
International Priority Graduate Program, 
operated by Japan’s Ministry for 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology (MEXT). Under this 
Program, MEXT selects several unique 
graduate schools offering courses 
geared toward international students 
and gives these courses priority 
when determining host institutions for 
students selected for the Japanese 
Government Scholarship. The priority 
placement of scholars from around 
the world in IMAT demonstrates the 
significant role our program is playing 
in promoting Japan-EU collaboration in 
education and research.

our Students
Jovana cosic (Serbia),  
IMAT graduate 2008

Development brings contradiction between 
human beings and nature - conflict between 
the infinity of demand in economic activity 
and the limitation of supply in ecological 
systems. The IMAT program teaches how to 
overcome this conflict and how to develop 
in a sustainable manner. How to reduce 
greenhouse gases, how to implement 
renewable energies, how to establish 
sustainable waste and water management 
and how to develop projects in order to 
achieve sustainable development . . . this 
is only a small part of what IMAT offers. I 
chose IMAT because I wanted to become an 
international project manager, implementing 
low cost and sustainable solutions for waste 
water treatment problems in developing 
countries. Having the opportunity to study and 
live in Japan and Germany, two of the most 
developed countries in Asia and Europe, was 
a unique life experience for me. I truly believe 
that this program will help me to build a career 
in which I can apply my knowledge and help 
achieve the common goal of all human beings: 
a sustainable future.

For more details, visit the IMAT website:

www.imat-master.com



IMAT - Japan-Germany Dual 
Master’s Program
Our Faculty
Bringing hands-on experience to the classroom

“IMAT professors mostly come from a strong practical background. As IfaS in 
Germany is an institute of applied material flow management, all colleagues possess 
strong work experience before they enter the university. I myself worked for 10 years 
as an environmental advisor in two German cities before entering the academic 
field. In addition I have been working as a consultant for SME in the environmental 
technology field for more than 15 years. I always combine practical implementation 
of sustainability with real business cases. Material flow management actually 
developed out of many practical situations I and my colleagues experienced in 
working with companies and city authorities. 

Our faculty consists of various specialists from different research areas. Whether they are specialists 
in mechanical engineering, microeconomics, communication and ethics or IT systems, renewable 
energies and environmental policy, our faculty members all share the key idea of managing a better, more 
sustainable world. This vision becomes reality through concrete technologies, professional business plans 
and efficient system management. They all like to share this lifelong experience with young and motivated 
students.

I myself specialize in Agenda 21, renewable energies,  environmental policy and regional material flow 
management. Our institute IfaS has been working for cities, companies and governments all over the 
world in order to establish sound and sustainable waste management systems, water management 
systems or renewable energy systems.”

Professor Peter Heck (Germany)

IMAT Subject List (2008)

First Semester (Japan) Second Semester (Japan) Third Semester (Germany)

Ecosystem Management

Technology Management I

Business Planning for Engineers

Ecological Engineering and 
Environmental Technologies

Corporate Material Flow 
Management I

Technology Management II

System Change Management

Technical Aspects of Factor 10

Regional Material Flow 
Management I

Regional Material Flow 
Management II

Specification Courses (Internships)

Fourth Semester (Germany)

Master’s Thesis

IMAT 
Careers

Students with a strong 

understanding of 

International Material 

Flow Management 

are in high demand as 

consultants, project 

developers and 

business managers 

with excellent 

career opportunities 

in both local and 

international markets. 

Some students also 

choose to chase 

their own individual 

entrepreneurial 

pursuits: something 

that our program 

encourages by 

enabling the student 

to create a strong 

network while they are 

doing their internship 

and thesis work.



Graduate School  
of Management
From the Dean

“To succeed in the world markets of the 21st century, it is vital to develop a capability 
for new business model creation which articulates vision from a global perspective. 
Based on this understanding, our MBA program equips students both with 
professional management expertise and skills of intercultural understanding, with the 
aim of cultivating global management personnel with both business ingenuity and 
practical aptitude.

Employing world-standard business school methods while setting its sights firmly on 
Asia and Japan, this is a fully-fledged MBA program which is taught entirely in English. 
The program makes use of a wide range of case studies on world leading companies, 

as well as cases on other companies in Japan and other Asian nations which are developed right here at 
APU. 

Our lectures introduce students to many aspects of industry and enterprise in Japan, and provide the 
opportunity to explore a variety of questions. Why did Japan succeed in modernizing over 100 years ago, 
ahead of other nations in Asia? Why has Japan been able to produce the LCD television, the digital camera, 
the hybrid car, the video recorder, the Shinkansen and so many other innovations that have enriched the 
lives of individuals and communities? Why do so many small and medium Japanese enterprises possess 
‘Niche Top’ status in the global market? To enable students to get to the bottom of these questions, the 
APU-MBA offers a wide range of classes in which students can study and discuss topics including the 
history of economic and business development in Asia and Japan, with a particular focus on Japanese 
production management systems, and the Japanese innovation system. Through these classes, students 
can gain many insights to inform the process of enhancing the competitiveness of economic systems and 
the search for new business models in the contexts of their own countries. 

To deepen understanding of the management of newly-established enterprises, each student’s course is 
rounded off with the production of a business plan founded on an original product concept. This enhances 
capability for new business model creation and skills of management integrating the results of analysis, as 
well as cultivating entrepreneurial spirit.”

Professor Masanori Namba (Japan), 
Dean of the Graduate School of Management

The APU 
Advantage
Why earn an MBA in Japan?  
Why at APU? 

Japan, still the powerhouse of business 
in Asia, is experiencing an ongoing 
management revolution. Dynamic 
innovations are transforming Japanese 
business in ways not fully comprehended 
by management specialists outside the 
country. APU-MBA students are exposed 
to the cutting edge of these changes. The 
multi-national faculty body at APU brings 
a wealth of experience from industry and 
academia to classrooms populated by 
students from an even greater variety of 
backgrounds, ranging from high-ranking 
public servants to corporate middle 
managers to budding entrepreneurs. 
In-depth Japan experience, combined 
with a broad, multi-cultural perspective 
- a unique combination which only APU 
can offer.  

The Case Method
Adopted by all the top graduate 
management programs around the 
globe, this method of instruction requires 
an intense level of student participation. 
Students dissect and debate complex 
real-world dilemmas faced by managers 
in a variety of settings. Drawing on 
their own experiences and those of 
classmates, students confront problems 
head-on, learning to make confident 
and informed management decisions. 
The incredible range of cultural and 
professional backgrounds represented in 
our MBA classrooms makes APU one of 
the most exciting places to experience 
this challenging way of learning. 

APU’s commitment to the case method 
was demonstrated by the establishment 
of a Center for Business Case Education 
in 2003. This Center helps bring more 
real-life business situations into the 
classroom through provision of an 
extensive case resource library and 
also facilitates the development of new 
business cases here at APU.

All students experience the process of 
developing a new case as part of their 
degree program. In research seminars, 
students are mentored through the 
process of gathering, analyzing and 
synthesizing information to produce a 
case with original subject matter and 
theoretical approach.  

Overview of MBA Curriculum

Credits 
Earned 

(48 credits)

Completion of the MBA Program

Final Report / 
Master’s Thesis 

approved

Electives
(16 credits or more)

Seminars
(8 credits or more)

International 
Business & 
Marketing

Innovation & 
Technology 

Management

Comparative 
Institution 

Design

Finance

Management 
Seminar 2

Management 
Seminar 1

Independent 
Field Study

Required Subjects (18 credits)

Submission 
of Master’s 

Thesis / Final 
Report

Supervision of Master’s 
Thesis / Final Report

Our Faculty
Imparting a zest for learning

“My research interests range from economics and mathematics to history and philosophy. I have published more than 100 
articles and authored 20 books in these areas, and my academic career has taken me to top educational institutions in 
China, Japan and Sweden. I hope that I can impart some of the breadth of my academic background and life experience to 
students here at APU. In the MBA program, I teach Managerial Economics as well as a seminar on applying game theory to 
business management. Students learn economic concepts and theories relevant to managerial decision-making and some 
analytical methods for solving real-world problems. The courses teach students how to make better business decisions 
when firms are faced with different situations. Many examples are used to illustrate the essentials of managerial economics. 
Through learning many business games, students develop a deep understanding of the complex business world, and know, 
at least conceptually, how to make strategies in various games. I always enjoy inspiring students and encouraging them to 
explore the broad implications and possible applications of the basic concepts and tools introduced in my courses. I hope 
that my enthusiasm for research encourages students to develop a passion for higher learning.”

Professor Wei-bin Zhang (Sweden)



Graduate School  
of Management
MBA - Master of Business Administration
The APU-MBA offers case method education focused on businesses in the Asia Pacific region 
together with a strong foundation in established management techniques. Personal motivation 
and the ability to learn independently are fostered through opportunities for independent 
research.

ProgrAM dUrATion: Two years (accelerated completion in 1.5 years upon approval for September 
entrants)

YeArlY inTAke: 40 students (enrollment in April or September)

CoUrse sTrUCTUre And ConTenT:  All students must complete nine required subjects across 
a range of management disciplines. They can then choose from subject concentrations in Finance, 
International Business and Marketing, Innovation and Technology Management, or Comparative 
Institution Design for Transition Economy and Business Management. The MBA also requires completion 
of independent case reports based on fieldwork. See below for subject listings. Please refer to our 
website for complete information and further course models.

MBA subject list (2008)

Required Subjects Elective Subjects

Quantitative Analysis and Statistics

Accounting I (Financial Accounting)

Accounting II (Managerial Accounting)

Strategic Management

Finance

Managerial Economics

Marketing  

Management of Technology

Leadership and Organizational Behavior

Finance 

Corporate Finance

Investment and Security 
Analysis

Managerial Accounting 

Financial Institutions and 
Markets

Financial Engineering and Risk 
Management

Financial Management

Financial Accounting and 
Reporting

Comparative institution 
design for Transition 
economy and Business 
Management

History of Economic and 
Managerial Devt. in Japan

National Innovation Systems

Development Economics

Project Management

Technological Development

Comparative Economic Devt. 
in the Asia Pacific

Sustainable Development 
Studies

international Business and 
Marketing

Marketing Research

Management in Asia and 
Japan

International Management

Marketing Strategy

Product Development 
Strategy

innovation and Technology 
Management

Strategy of Technology

Information Technology 
Management

Entrepreneurship and New 
Business

Supply Chain Management

Production Management

Seminars

Management Seminar I

Management Seminar II

Independent Field Study

Independent Final Report

Master’s Thesis

Notes :

While there are two enrollment periods each 

year for the MBA Program, the Required 

Subjects will be offered only in the Fall 

Semester. Students who enroll in the Spring 

Semester can take the Spring Option 

subjects before taking the Required Subjects. 

For details, please visit our website.

General Business Administration :

Human Resource Management
Business Law and Ethics
International Political Economy
Negotiation and Presentation
Special Studies (Management)

designed along 

the lines of leading 

international graduate 

management 

programs, in the hands 

of our international 

faculty the APU-MBA 

takes on a global 

perspective with a 

distinctive focus on 

the Asia Pacific region. 

Amidst the multitude of 

MBA options available 

throughout the world, 

we are proud to deliver 

a truly unique program 

that is inclusive and 

rewarding for all 

participants.



Graduate School  
of Management
Our Faculty
Finance concentration

Developing local strengths to acheive global success

“The unprecedented pace of globalization, the integration and the convergence of 
economies in the Asian region have brought the need for a new breed of business 
professionals, entrepreneurs, future economic managers and policy makers.   In 
order to maximize the opportunities in this globalizing Asia and the world, these 
young and driven business leaders are seen to be at the forefront of economic 
development.

In the Graduate School of Management, students are exposed to managerial 
accounting, corporate finance, and applied business research within the context of a global economy.  
Students are encouraged to become responsible future business leaders by exposing them to 
modern analytical frameworks in decision making with emphasis on corporate governance and social 
responsibility. Equipped with a strong background in managerial finance and international business, 
students are exposed to various best practices across Asia and the world for them to have a greater 
appreciation of their country’s unique economic circumstance.  This in turn, will provide them with the 
basis for formulating business strategies that are rooted in culture and with a foresight of the benefits of 
globalization. 

Ultimately, graduates are expected to take part in reshaping their respective countries’ participation in 
global trade and economic development.”

Assistant Professor Michael Angelo A. Cortez (Philippines)

International Business and Marketing concentration
The multinational corporation – a key to understanding the global business 
environment

“Multinational corporations have developed a range of interesting strategies to deal 
with the onset of globalization. One such corporation is Nike, headquartered in the 
United States. Nike does not own its factories: instead, it contracts with many local 
operators, mostly in the Asia Pacific region, to manufacture its sneakers, apparel 
and other products. Even though it doesn’t manufacture anything itself, Nike uses 
its brand power, developed through marketing contracts with stars such as Michael 
Jordan and Tiger Woods, to sell its products to young people throughout the world. 

In the mid 1990s, however, alleged inequitable treatment of workers in Nike-contracted factories became 
a major issue. Despite the fact that these factories were not actually owned or operated by Nike, the 
company’s responsibility was called into question. This raises important issues regarding the exact scope 
of the Nike enterprise and the extent of Nike’s responsibilities as a multinational corporation.

Some political economists even assert that today’s world is actually heavily influenced by the activities 
of multinational corporations, using the example of the Toyota Motor Corporation which has more total 
wealth than some small developing nations. The study of international business and marketing will provide 
you with insights into the nature of the multinational corporations which are transforming the countries 
and regions of the Asia Pacific, at the same time as developing a genuine capacity to compete in global-
era business environments.”

Professor Mari Kondo (Japan) 

Educational Innovation
The Graduate School of Management not only teaches innovation, it practices it. Two of the 
concentrations in the MBA program have been selected, along with the IMAT program in the Graduate 
School of Asia Pacific Studies, for the Japanese Government Scholarship International Priority Graduate 
Program. Japanese Government Scholars from around the world now come to APU’s MBA program to 
study Comparative Institution Design for Transition Economy and Business Management, and Innovation 
and Technology Management. These selections demonstrate national recognition of the cutting-edge 
nature of our programs, and will help us welcome even more highly talented individuals to study at APU in 
the future.

Your Future  
in Mind
In the APU-MBA, you are judged not by 
where you come from, but where you 
are going. We understand that your 
future is your number one priority, and 
we are here to bring you closer to it. 
Career support systems, international 
symposia, collaborative research with 
industry . . . are all part of the APU 
experience, ensuring that students 
leave our graduate school with much 
more than an MBA. Your time here will 
equip you with a multi-national network 
of colleagues and the motivation to 
make a difference to the future of your 
home country, your region, and your 
planet.

Many MBA students go on to work 
in the corporate sector in their home 
countries or, if they have obtained 
sufficient Japanese language ability, 
take advantage of APU’s extensive 
corporate network to gain employment 
within Japan. Some are offered 
positions in governments, public 
authorities, or organizations for 
international cooperation, while others 
go on to pursue careers in research or 
academia. 

Another option is entrepreneurship. 
Many students come here with the 
express aim of developing contacts 
who can help them realize plans 
for trade and international business 
enterprises in the future. A range of 
cross-border collaborations already 
exist between APU alumni - testimony 
to the strength of personal connections 
developed while studying here. 

For full course information and faculty lists for MBA, go to 

www.apu.ac.jp/graduate/modules/gsm/



Graduate School  
of Management
Our Faculty
Innovation and Technology Management concentration

Learning from Japan’s experience of innovation-led growth

“Together with many other of the country’s key systems and structures, Japan’s 
production system was destroyed in the course of World War II. Subsequently, 
however, Japan was able to achieve a rapid recovery from devastation and grow to 
achieve a level of competitiveness unrivalled throughout the world. This recovery and 
growth was driven by an unremitting process of innovation technological revolution, 
underpinned by Japanese-style management. Japan’s experience is of great 
relevance for nations in Asia and beyond which are currently pursuing agendas for 
development, and the APU-MBA offers a curriculum which introduces students to 

this experience using many cases drawn from Japanese corporations. 

Today, Japan maintains world-class competitiveness in areas such as the automotive and electronics 
industries – as represented by companies such as Toyota and Sony. At the same time, Korea, Taiwan, 
China and others are catching up and seeking to overtake Japan. Our students study technology 
management through cases which examine how Japanese companies are making use of technology to 
engage with this fiercely competitive international environment. Thus, by addressing both the Japanese 
experience of innovation-led growth and the current challenges of technology management in a new 
era of global competition, we prepare our students for careers in the top echelons of industry and 
government in the Asia Pacific region.”

Professor Yukihiko Nakata (Japan) 

Comparative Institution Design for Transition Economy and 
Business Management concentration
Comparative perspective informs development of new economic and 
business systems

“Many problems have surfaced as a result of phenomena such as the shift from 
a planned economy to a market-oriented economy model in the former Eastern 
Bloc states and the convergence of Asian nations’ economic systems with the 
global economy. Industry, academia and government continue to pursue a course 
of trial and error in seeking solutions to these problems. The shift to an economic 
framework founded on market mechanisms and convergence of traditional 

economic systems to the global economy can be conceived as a process of “transition”. There is high 
demand for study and research which adopts this perspective of transition to address issues of design, 
construction and operation of institutions and systems for transition economies and reform of business 
management procedures.

In the Graduate School of Management students are taught “international-standard” skills of finance, 
managerial accounting, corporate finance, investment and securities analysis to prepare them for active 
engagement with the global economy as businesspeople and policymakers. Opportunities are also 
provided to acquire knowledge of institutional design, development finance and corporate governance 
practices required to formulate economic and financial systems which make use of each country’s 
own cultural and environmental characteristics and promote creation of autonomous, sustainable and 
distinctive industries and enterprises.”

Professor Yasushi Suzuki (Japan)

The 
International 
Classroom

Our faculty members, 

half of whom are non-

Japanese, bring a 

wealth of experience 

from industry and 

academia to the 

MBA program. Their 

classrooms are 

populated by students 

from an even greater 

variety of backgrounds, 

ranging from high-

ranking public servants 

to corporate middle 

managers to budding 

entrepreneurs. 90% 

of students hail from 

outside Japan. This 

diversity offers great 

potential for developing 

networks and contacts 

around Asia and across 

the globe.
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Student enrollment at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (as of May 1, 2008)

Origin East Asia South/ 
West Asia

Mideast 
/ Central 

Asia
Africa Americas Oceania Europe International 

student total
Domestic 
students

Overall 
total

Total 
students 2178 190 32 66 72 13 79 2630 3238 5868

Graduate 
students 151 31 8 11 16 5 24 246 18 264

Countries/ 
regions 

represented
13 5 8 17 10 5 23 81

For complete and up-to-date information on admissions, go to 
www.apu.ac.jp/graduate/modules/admissions

Applying and enrolling
The following is a brief outline of the application and enrollment 
process for 2009 admission to APS, MBA and regular ICP degrees. 
For full details of requirements and processes for ALL degrees, 
including special conditions for the Japan-Germany Dual Master’s 
program, please refer to the APU Graduate website or Admissions 
Guide.

Application qualifications
Master’s degrees (APS, ICP, MBA): must have completed an 
undergraduate (bachelor’s) degree or equivalent. PhD (APS): must have 
completed a Master’s degree or equivalent and demonstrate an ability for 
independent research. 

All non-native speakers of English must prove sufficient ability in the 
English language, scores on international tests such as TOEFL® or 
IELTS®, previous instruction at both secondary and tertiary level in an 
English language medium, etc. It is preferable, although not compulsory, 
for applicants to the MBA program to submit a score in the Graduate 
Management Admissions Test (GMAT)®. 

How to Apply
Applications are accepted throughout the year. APPLY ONLINE at www.
apu.ac.jp/graduate or contact APU for a hard copy of the application 
forms. In your application you will be asked to prove your qualifications 
as outlined above, as well as submit an essay and research or study 
plan. Applicants for the PhD program must contact the APU Admissions 
Office in advance to arrange pre-screening before submitting their formal 
application.

Application Deadlines
For students applying from outside Japan (Overseas Applicants)
April 2009 Enrollment: October 31, 2008
September 2009 Enrollment: April 30, 2009

For students applying from inside Japan  
(Domestic and Internal Applicants)
April 2009 Enrollment: January 20, 2009
September 2009 Enrollment: June 30, 2009

Screening
Screening is conducted on the basis of documents submitted with 
the application form. High evaluations are given to applicants with a 
combination of sound academic ability, suitability for the program and 
potential for high achievement. If you are applying from within Japan you will 
be required to attend an interview at APU. Notification of screening results is 
usually issued within six weeks of receiving a complete application. 

Visas and Enrollment
APU’s academic year consists of two semesters: Spring (April to July) and 
Fall (September to January). Depending on the program in which you are 
enrolling and the timing of your application, you may be able to enroll in 
either Spring or Fall. If you do not possess Japanese nationality, you will 
require a College Student visa to study in Japan. APU will apply on your 
behalf to Japan’s immigration authorities to obtain visa approval. The 
process is usually not difficult, but can be lengthy. 

Fees and Charges (for 2009)
Application screening fee: For overseas applicants, a one-off fee of 
US$49 or 5,000 yen payable at the time of application. For Domestic and 
Internal Applicants the amount is 35,000 yen.

Admission fee: A one-off fee of US$1,132 or 130,000 yen payable prior 
to enrollment.

Tuition fees: The following figures are annual tuition fees for students 
completing in the standard (non-accelerated) period for completion as 
listed under each course description. APS and ICP programs - 1,400,000 
yen (approx. US$12,188) per year; MBA - 1,800,000 yen (approx. 
US$15,688) per year.

Living expenses: total costs for accommodation, food, textbooks, 
transport etc. can range from 900,000 yen to 1,300,000 yen per year 
(approx. US$7,800 - $11,300).  
*Approximate US dollar amounts are provided for reference purposes only, based on an 
exchange rate of US$1 = 115 Japanese yen.

Financial Assistance
APU offers merit-based scholarships to reduce regular tuition fees between 
30% and 100%. Applicants awarded scholarships are notified prior to 
enrollment and scholarships are generally valid for the entire term of 
enrollment subject to satisfactory academic performance. Some additional 
cash scholarships are awarded to outstanding students after enrollment.
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Campus Facilities
Amenities for the exclusive use of graduate students include a spacious common room, computer 
lab, and individual study spaces for PhD students. There are a total of over 1,300 computer terminals 
available for student use on campus, all with high-speed internet connections. Students can use their 
own laptops to access the APU network via plug-in ports in several convenient locations. The APU 
library has an extensive collection of publications in English and Japanese, expanded by quick access to 
volumes in the Ritsumeikan University library in Kyoto. A wide range of journals are available for perusal 
through online databases. Other on-campus facilities include two cafeteria-style food outlets catering for 
a range of dietary requirements, a general store and bookshop, gym, tennis and basketball courts and a 
multimedia broadcasting studio. 

Center for Advanced Media Arts Studies

Images talk. They generate meaning and emotion. Increasing societies are beginning to rely on them 
for almost every aspect of daily life. They are both a form of language and sites of intelligence and 
communication. Students are encouraged to facilitate their research at CAMAS, the Center for Advanced 
Media Arts Studies - a New Media laboratory at APU dedicated to advanced media studies, high 
definition imaging as well as digital design and production.

Support Services
At APU, international students are part of the mainstream student body and have access to the full range 
of support services provided on campus. These include a health clinic and counselling service for use by 
all students and staff free of charge, and a Student Support Center to facilitate extra-curricular activities 
and offer advice on lifestyle issues such as accommodation, budgeting and part-time work. 

Accommodation
All graduate students enrolling from outside Japan are guaranteed a private, furnished room in AP House: 
see the bottom of this page. A wide range of private apartments is also available a short bus ride from 
the campus with rent starting at around 40,000 yen (approx. 350 US dollars) per month. Creotech, a 
university-affiliated company, provides help in locating and renting accommodation, and can assist with 
arrangements after arrival at APU.  

Community
APU is located on the outskirts of Beppu City (population 125,000) in Oita Prefecture, Kyushu, the 
southernmost island of the main Japanese archipelago. Kyushu boasts an incredible variety of natural 
attractions, ranging from ski slopes to hot spring baths and surf beaches, and has a long history as a 
hub of cultural and economic interaction between Japan, the Asian continent and beyond. For those 
seeking big-city attractions, Kyushu’s largest city, Fukuoka (population 1.4 million) is only two hours away 
by express bus direct from the APU campus. The eclectic mix of cultures at APU makes for a vibrant 
and exciting on-campus community with a wealth of opportunities for recreational activity and creative 
international exchange.  

APU offers a safe and 

welcoming on-campus 

environment for all 

students, regardless 

of their countries 

or regions of origin. 

Graduate students 

are encouraged to 

make the most of 

the wide range of 

opportunities for 

intercultural exchange 

outside the classroom. 

Beyond the campus, 

students will find a 

relaxed and friendly 

local community and 

a multitude of exciting 

ways to  experience 

Japan.

Living and studying

To learn more about APU’s on-campus support networks, visit

www.apu.ac.jp/graduate/modules/support

On-campus Accommodation  
AP House
More than just a place to live, AP House is a genuine APU experience. Residents 
here know that terms such as “multiculturalism” and “international mutual 
understanding” are far more than just catchphrases: they are everyday realities. In 
addition to clean, modern rooms just a short stroll from the main campus, AP House 
boasts 24-hour computer labs, recreational facilities and plenty of communal space 
for interaction between residents. Priority is given to newly enrolling international 
students, but many Japanese students also call AP House home, providing a 
valuable resource for those adjusting to life in an unfamiliar culture. 



Japan

Admissions Office Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
ADDRESS: 1-1 Jumonjibaru, Beppu City, Oita Prefecture, 874-8577, JAPAN 
TELEPHONE: +81-977-78-1119  FACSIMILE: +81-977-78-1121

EMAIL: apugrad@apu.ac.jp  WEB: www.apu.ac.jp/graduate

Japan

Asia, Europe, America, Oceania

Fukuoka Airport

Fukuoka

Oita

About 70min 
by JR Express 
Train

About 120min 
by highway 
bus
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Kagoshima

Yufuin

Beppu
OitaOita

Kumamoto

APU

China
Ritsumeikan Liaison Office 
located in Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University 
D,18F Shen Tong Xin Xi 
Guangchang, No.55, Huaihai 
West Rd., Shanghai City, 200030 
China  
Tel: +86-21-6283-5104  
Fax: +86-21-6283-5247  
E-mail: shanghai@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 
www.apu.net.cn

Korea
#503, Halla Classic Officetel 5th 
Floor, 824-11, Yeoksam-Dong, 
Kangnam-gu, Seoul, 135-080, 
Korea 
Tel: +82-2-564-3425/3426  
Fax: +82-2-564-3427  
E-mail: hello@ritsapu-kr.com  
www.ritsapu-kr.com

India
Prof. Ashok Chawla, Visiting Prof. 
of Ritsumeikan Center for Asia 
Pacific Studies  
E-mail: chawla189@hotmail.com

Indonesia
APU Indonesia Information 
Center, Summitmas Tower I, 10th 
Floor, Jend. Sudirman KAV. 61-62. 
Jakarta 12190, Indonesia  
Tel: +62-21-252-3708/3709  
Fax: +62-21-252-3710  
E-mail: univrap@pacific.net.id 
www.apu-ina.com 

Philippines
Ms. Aireen Zaballa, The Ichi-Ni-
San Nihongo Center Inc.
907 Orient Square, F. Ortigas Jr 
Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City, 
1605 Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63-2-667-3632
+63-2-635-5751
E-mail: inquiry@apu-phils.com 
www.apu-phils.com

Sri Lanka
Mr. Harin Gunawardena, 183/1, 
Nawala Road, Nugegoda,  
Sri Lanka  
Tel: +94-714251314  
E-mail: harin@wow.lk

Taiwan
Chung Shan North Road, Section 
2, No. 46, 7F-5&6, Taipei City, 
Taiwan (R.O.C.) 
Tel: +886-2-2523-6852  
Fax: +886-2-2523-3910  
E-mail: taipei@apu.ac.jp 
www.apu.net.cn/tw 

Thailand
Dr. Twee Hormchong, Visiting 
Prof. of Ritsumeikan Center for 
Asia Pacific Studies, 99/14 Soi  
84 Petkasem Road, Bangkok 
10160, Thailand  
Tel/Fax: +66-2-413-0275  
E-mail: twee@apu.ac.jp 
www.apu-thailand.com

Canada
The UBC-Ritsumeikan Academic 
Exchange Program Office  
University of British Columbia, 
Room 333, Ritsumeikan-UBC 
House, 6460 Agronomy Road, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1W9, Canada  
Tel: +1-604-822-9501  
Fax: +1-604-822-9515  
www.ritslab.ubc.ca

Oceania
Mr. Jeremy Breaden 
Tel: +61-432-531-600  
E-mail: oceania@apu.ac.jp

www.apu.ac.jp/graduate
apugrad@apu.ac.jp

APU Overseas Offices / Contacts
There are APU Overseas Offices in the following countries and territories.
Students are encouraged to make inquiries at these local offices where possible. Students in other regions should 
contact the APU Admissions Office in Japan directly.

Printed in July 2008
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